TALCHER AGAIN

"Why is the Ruler being humoured by the Political Depart-
ment in his wholly indefensible attitude ? Why is the -welfare of
several thousand refugees being lightly regarded ? Is not
the prestige of the Paramount Power being used to sustain the
admitted evils ? Surely, there is something radically wrong
somewhere in all this."

Talcher promises to be much worse than Rajkot.
In Rajkot, it was the Rulers word that was broken. In
Talcher, it is the Paramount Powers. In Rajkot, the State
atrocities were not the subject of scrutiny. In Talcher, the
sorry condition of the numerous refugees is almost every-
thing. Hence, delay is criminal and may mean loss of one
year's crop to several thousand cultivators. The other
relief promised by the Political Agent, Major Hannessey,
relates to paltry things so far as the Ruler of Talcher is
concerned; but they are serious enough for the people.

It has been whispered to me that I have been
guilty of injustice to Major Haimessey, and hence to the
Paramount Power, by attributing to them breach of promise
for, it is said. Major Hannessey proimsed nothing, he merely
undertook to convey to the Ruler the wishes of the people
concerned. It is futthet said that even if it is proved that
he made any such promise, be did so without authority.

I cannot admit either of the pleas. Majot Hannessey
signed the document without any reservations. Shri
Harekrishna Mahtab describes the tragedy with a wealth
of detail -which compels conviction. He has been an eye-
witness of the events namted by him. So far as I axn aware,
Major Haiinessey himself has never denied or has not
been given an opportunity of denying the allegations made
about him.

There seems to be no doubt that the Ruler of Talcher
is in no mood to do justice to his people, unless he is made
to according to the sanadi have already reproduced in these